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A Study of Mucoepidermoid Carcinoma Originating in the Central Palate

Akihito MaNtwa, Tomohiro Hamapa, Tsutomu KorrasasHi, Hideki KoN
Satoshi Takapa, Takashi OHNo, Atsuko Kowacucur” and Hisashi Mryasmva®

Mucoepidermoid carcinoma, one type of malignant tumor of the salivary glands, is
composed of mucous, squamous, intermediate and clear cells, and mainly occurs in the
major salivary glands, especially the parotid gland (60%) and in the minor salivary
glands (30%). Clinically, mucoepidermoid carcinoma from originating in the salivary
gland of palate is rare.

We report a study of mucoepidermoid carcinoma which is composed of clear cells,
that occured in the center of palate. A 67-year-old male was referred to our hospital be-
cause of mass of his palate. The panorama X-ray and the computed tomography clearly
showed a monolocular radiolucent lesion. Biopsy specimen was suspected to be a
mucoepidermoid carcinoma. We removed the tumor and partial maxilla under general
anesthesia. Histologically, the tumor mainly consisted of clear, mucous, squamous cells,
and the histopathologic diagnosié was mucoepidermoid carcinoma. The patient's
postoperative course has been good, with no evidence of recurrence as of about one and a
half years after the operation.
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