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Clinical Study of Subcutaneous Emphysema

Caused by Dental and Oral Surgery

Ichiro Kawanara!, Tomohiro Hamapa', Jun SaTo!
Hideki Kon!, Satoshi Takapa!, Takashi Ouno' and Yoshiki MORIKAGE?

We clinically studied subcutaneous emphysema caused by dental and oral surgery.

Eleven patients with subcutaneous emphysema treated in our department during the

last 10 years were examined. They consisted of 6 male and 5 female patients. Their ages

ranged from 24 to 71 years and about two-thirds of them were in their twenties and

thirties. Seven out of the eleven patients had subcutaneous emphysema caused by the

use of an air turbine handpiece during extraction of an impacted lower third molar.

Diffuse swelling with crepitation was detected in all of them, eye-opening disorder was

in 5 patients, dyspnea was in 2 patients, and mediastinal emphysema was in 3 patients.

Antibiotics were given to all the patients to prevent infection. All the patients’ course

had been good with no evidence of serious sequelae.

Key words : subcutaneous emphysema, mediastinal emphysema, clinical study
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