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Relationship between Reading Skill Test Results and Academic
Achivements of Students at Ohu University School of Dentistry

Yuko Sakurar', Junko Yusa!, Hisashi KikucHr?, Akinobu Usamr®
Masafumi Honta*, Masamitsu SERIKAWA® and Hiroshi ITo!

The purpose of the present study was to measure reading comprehension ability of
students at Ohu University School of Dentistry through Reading Skill Test (RST), and
to clarify the relationship between their RST results and academic achievements.

Correlations between RST results and results of summative examinations of cur-
ricular classes and those between RST results and results of the CBT part of the Com-
mon Achievement Tests for Dentistry (CBT) were calculated. In addition, the students
were divided into two groups : those who had passed CBT and those who had not, and
differences of RST results between them were examined.

There were no strong correlations (r>0.7) between the RST results and the curricu-
lar test results nor between the RST results and the CBT results. The RST results of the
students who had passed CBT were significantly higher than those of the students who
had failed CBT.

The fact that strong correlations between the RST results and the academic achieve-
ments were not observed may be attributed to differences of contents of the tests. It was
considered that the students who had passed CBT produced higher results than those
who had failed CBT because both RST and CBT use item response theory for making
test problems. For further investigations of the relationship between RST results and
academic achievements, relations between RST results and National Board Dental Ex-
amination results should be clarified.
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